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When the Session ended on August 28th, Mary Anne and
Disraeli retired as usual to Hughenden for rest and refreshment.
She engaged in the peaceful pursuits of the place. Disraeli
also rusticated, except for occasional exertions such as addressing
a farmers' dinner. Everyone considered that the Government
must continue indefinitely and that no one could supplant
Palmerston. Mary Anne reflected that her Dizzy was now
fifty-three, and she sixty-five. Perhaps after all she would never
hear him speak in Parliament because perhaps he was destined
never to become Prime Minister and she had sworn either to
hear him speak as Prime Minister or not at all. Then she
remembered her original prophecy of long ago and laughed at
her fears. She had taken her part in politics for too many years
not to remember that in politics the unexpected always happens.

It happened early in 1858.

In spite of Disraeli's attacks, the Government of India Bill
was read a first time on February 18th by a majority of 145.
On the following night the second reading of the Conspiracy
Bill was lost by a majority of 19, and Palmerston resigned.

Thus Mary Anne's Dizzy came back to office, for the Queen
sent for Lord Derby.

As usual Lord Derby went out into the wilderness seeking
members for his Government. Lord Grey and Gladstone
refused his offer. Glancing through history it is odd how
eminent politicians, statesmen, call them what you will, take up a
purely personal standpoint in these crises. Their attitude is
never: "What can I do for my country?" but "How will this
affect myself?" Finally, Lord Derby formed his Government,
the names of whose members look, as was usual at the period,
like a page out of a peerage. The only untitled members were
B. Disraeli (Chancellor of the Exchequer), J. W. Henley
(President of the Board of Trade) and S. H. Walpole (Home
Secretary). This was Lord Derby's second Cabinet.

The Court was pleased.   So was Mary Anne.

The Conservative Government started life in a very delicate
state of health. They were at the mercy of the House of
Commons. They had no majority. Someone pointed this out
to Disraeli, who inquired blandly where the majority was, arid
who had it? No one could tell him, so Derby's Government
continued.

He stayed at Windsor Castle in April, writing thence affec-
tionately to Mary Anne, The Queen was very gracious, ^the
Prince also. One was in power again, even though tottering.